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Viewing hotspots

Wood Duck
Strikingly colored Wood Ducks are 

found in swampy wooded areas where 
they nest in tree cavities or nest boxes. 

They eat a variety of plants and 
animals and are one of the few duck 

species that have claws that allow 
them to grip and perch on branches.

Brant
These small geese spend most of the 

year in flocks, and can be seen foraging 
on eelgrass along the Edmonds 

waterfront. They are easily 
distinguished from other geese by their 

black head, neck, and breast with 
white neck markings.  

Bufflehead
The white body and head patch of the 
male Bufflehead make these tiny ducks 

easy to identify. Each year, they 
migrate to northern inland forests and 

lakes to breed in tree cavities. They 
have been known to keep the same 

mate and nest for several years. 

Canada Goose
This big black-necked goose with its 

signature white chinstrap is 
widespread in Edmonds, and is often 
seen in small flocks on lawns, parks 
and playfields. Some Canada Geese 

migrate south in winter. Others, known 
as ‘residents’, stay here year-round. 

Common Goldeneye
The Common Goldeneye is similar to 
the Barrow’s Goldeneye in both color 
and behavior. To tell them apart, look 
for the round white patch on the head 
of the male Common Goldeneye, along 
with comparatively whiter wings and a 

more slope-shaped bill. 

American Wigeon
The American Wigeon is a common 
winter visitor to Edmonds, and can 

often be seen foraging for plants and 
seeds on water and land.  The male has 
a light forehead and cap; females are 
less conspicuous. They leave our area 
to breed near inland waters in spring.

Barrow's Goldeneye
Barrow’s Goldeneye dive for long 

periods of time to eat aquatic 
invertebrates, eggs, and small fish. 

Males have a crescent of white on a 
dark head, females have a chocolate 

brown head and yellow bill; both sexes 
have bright golden eyee. 
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Common Merganser
These large ducks have streamlined 

bodies and long reddish bills that are 
serrated to catch fish and other live 
prey. The female has a reddish head 

with a ragged crest while the male has 
a dark head and white body. They 

breed in northern forests near water. 

Gadwall
Gadwalls are often found foraging with 
other species of ducks. They are known 
as a ‘dabbling’ duck, feeding mostly on 

aquatic plants without diving. When 
breeding, females also eat aquatic 

invertebrates for protein needed to 
support egg production.

Green-winged Teal
North America’s smallest dabbling

duck, Green-winged Teals are common 
in Edmonds during the winter, when 

they can be seen in large mixed flocks 
foraging for aquatic invertebrates and 
seeds. Look for the green wing patches 

on both the male and female, 

Hooded Merganser
These crested little ducks have long 

serrated bills that help them catch fish
and other live prey while diving. Males
are brightly colored black, white, and 

chestnut, while females are more 
grayish. When birds move their crest, 

the shape of the head changes.

Mallard
The most widely known duck, Mallards 

can be found in nearly any aquatic 
habitat. They eat a wide variety of food 

items and have been heavily 
domesticated. If you’ve ever seen 

ducks in a park, chances are good there 
were some mallards in the flock.

Northern Shoveler
The large, spoon-shaped bill of the 

Northern Shoveler makes this bird easy 
to identify. The unique bill has 

comblike projections along its edges 
which filter out tiny crustaceans and 

seeds from the water. They migrate to 
inland breeding grounds in spring.

Red-breasted Merganser
Similar to the Common Merganser in 

size, color, and shape, you can identify 
this species by its shaggy crest of 

feathers on both male and female, a 
ruddy breast on the male, and a 
gradual rather than abrupt color 

transition on the neck of the female. 

Ring-necked Duck
You won’t find a ring around the neck 
to identify these ducks. Instead, look 
for a peaked head shape and white 

ring around the black-tipped bill. Birds
that winter in Edmonds migrate to 

breed in freshwater marshes and bogs 
in northern boreal forests. 

Surf Scoter
Wintering Surf Scoters are common in 
Edmonds, where flocks forage along 

the shoreline diving for invertebrates. 
Males are black with a large white 

patch on the back of the neck and a 
thick orange bill. Females are brown 

with white patches on the face. 

Black Scoter
The jet black plumage and yellow knob 
on the base of the bill makes the male 

Black Scoter easy to recognize. Females 
are brown with a darker cap and 

contrasting pale cheeks. Black Scoters 
migrate to the far north to breed on 

small lakes in boreal forests.
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